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of Bothnia is a fringe of forest growth, but inland this gives way to a
tundra type of vegetation which is of value only as forage for the
reindeer herds of the Lapps. The rocky slopes of the plateau make
transportation difficult and render wide areas inaccessible. Even the
coast line is of limited value, as the harbors are closed by ice many
months each year. After fashioning such an unfavorable environment,
nature seems to have relented and endowed the region with two re-
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sources, one of which is of major importance to Sweden and to Europe.
Here is to be found one of the largest deposits of rich iron ore in the
world. Around Kiruna, Malmberget and Gallivare are located great
mines which ship vast quantities of ore to Germany, Great Britain,
and even the United States. The ore goes to the coast over the electri-
fied Lulea-to-Narvik railway, one of the most northern lines of the
world, and a masterpiece of engineering skill. The second resource of
the region is water power, which is used as a source of power at the
mines and a supply of electricity for the railway.